
LETTER FROM THE SELLER

4468 Tulip Avenue, Oakland

Letter From The Sellers, 4468 Tulip Avenue, Oakland:

In many ways, the story of 4468 Tulip Ave is the story of the California dream. Built in 1925 
on a new dirt street, this was the first house built on the hill above MacArthur Blvd. Our 
grandparents, Ernest, an emigrant from a farm in central Saskatchewan, and Luella, fleeing the 
dust bowl of the central plains, met and married in Oakland, California. They purchased the 
house in 1930 for $1500, and though they struggled to keep the house during the height of the 
depression, they managed to start a family in their one story Oakland bungalow. 

When the war in the Pacific broke out, the house became a meeting place for the 
neighborhood safety wardens, and hosted dinners for soldiers and sailors being deployed. 
Luella raised vegetables and chickens in the backyard, while Ernest used the workshop to 
build furniture and features for the house and to supplement the family income repairing and 
painting cars on the side.

The family soon included three children, and in 1950 with the help of friends and local 
craftsmen, Ernest built a second story with two bedrooms to make space for their growing 
family. Across the decades to follow, children grew up and had children of their own, and 4468 
Tulip stayed the nexus of our family. It holds the memories of countless family gatherings and 
the daily life of three generations – from breakfasts to baseball games, to skinned knees and 
violin lessons, this house was the anchor of our family. 

As grandchildren, we have many loving memories of growing up around the house: 
summertime sleepovers, Sunday dinners, and A’s games playing on a transistor radio while our 
grandpa puttered around in his workshop on one project or another. Grandma could be found 
working in the kitchen, or tending her cactus garden and the many exotic plants she grew in 
the greenhouse grandpa built for her – filling the entire back third of the yard. Along the fence, 
grandpa raised tomatoes, next to the garage where he kept his fishing tackle was the hiding 
place for our first bicycles that he lovingly refurbished and painted. Just some of the many 
memories we hold dear, a small slice of the life of this house. Really, it was not just a house, 
but a home sweet home, carefully tended and filled with love, backdrop to a three-generation 
narrative of a California family.

After we grandkids grew up, the house eventually came to the youngest daughter (our mom), 
and was rented to another family for almost twenty years. Now, as our own children make their 
way in the world, it is time for this house to become the backdrop for a new story. We hope you, 
the buyer, will find comfort and joy in this wonderful house, with it’s views of the San Francisco 
bay from the upstairs windows, afternoon sunsets, and ample space for play, rest and work. 
Near the new Laurel district shops and restaurants, this house at 4468 Tulip Ave provides a 
unique opportunity to enjoy Oakland’s wonderful diversity and revitalization. We hope your life 
will be rich in experience and love in this home, as was ours.
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