
LETTER FROM THE SELLERS

144 Ronada Avenue, Piedmont, Ca

We bought this house for the pool and backyard, for the beautiful light streaming through the French 
doors and large windows throughout, and for Piedmont’s superior schools. We soon learned that we 
were getting so much more. We met friendly neighbors with children of all ages up and down the block, 
whose families were all close friends. Everyone looks forward to the Ronada July 4th block party, when 
we close the street off, and share grills and potluck sides and desserts, while the kids play and the 
grownups catch up. Our children’s best friends lived next door (both sides) and across the street. As  
the kids have moved on in their adult lives, they remain close and in touch with one another. Our annual 
holiday parties (a tradition from the days when we invited “Santa” to attend) feel a bit like  
family reunions.  

For many years, both of us worked in demanding positions in downtown San Francisco. Living here 
made our lives so much easier for two reasons. First, the commute via the casual carpool – the stops are 
a pleasant walk from here – and via the express bus in the evening is so quick, shorter in fact than our 
commute was from San Francisco’s Upper Haight. Second, we both like to swim regularly for exercise. 
We cannot overstate how convenient it has been over the years, especially when we had small children, 
to be able to step out the back door – often in the early morning hours, when our schedules made 
that necessary – to do our laps, and then come in to shower. Now that the boys are grown, and we are 
not commuting, we still enjoy the convenience; many evenings, we start our prep for the grill, or start 
something simmering on the stove, and then get in the pool to do our laps. We have a filtration system 
that requires very little chlorine, and we keep the temperature on the chilly side. The water feels so clean 
and crisp! When we do backstroke, we see a majestic redwood overhead. Life is so good here. 

Over the years, the benefits of living so close to Piedmont Avenue have provided not just convenience, 
but also pleasure in simple but important ways. Our local branch of the public library is a short walk away; 
2 minutes beyond it are great family-friendly Italian, Japanese, Chinese and Thai places, and just down 
the block, Fenton’s Creamery. We love strolling through the pretty neighborhoods before catching a 
movie at the jewel in Piedmont Avenue’s crown, the independent, 100-year-old Piedmont Theatre. Our 
favorite gym is a few blocks down from there, as is the wonderful Piedmont Grocery, an old-fashioned 
neighborhood grocery where the fellows at its superb butcher counter know us – and ask what we’re 
making for dinner. We could go on and on.

We’re also just a short drive from Redwood Regional Park, with its miles of running, hiking and mountain 
biking trails amidst magnificent redwoods and fragrant eucalyptus. When our oldest was a fussy baby, 
walking with him beneath those redwoods was one of the few things that settled him down. We’ve gone 
up there regularly ever since. When they’re home, our grown sons always find time for at least one run 
or mountain bike ride there. Closer to home, just a few blocks away, we run (or walk) up the green hills 
in Oakland’s historic Mountain View Cemetery, to enjoy sweeping views and, in the evening, gorgeous 
sunsets across the San Francisco Bay.

We have loved living on this street and in this house over the past 26 years. We hope the new owners will 
enjoy their time here as much as we have.

– Sellers of 144 Ronada Avenue


