
	

LETTER FROM THE SELLER 

2601 Dana Street Unit A, Berkeley 

Hello, 
 
We are a couple who taught and did research in molecular biology at the University of Minnesota until 
retiring a year-and-half ago. We moved to Berkeley part-time to enable us to visit our children who live in 
Palo Alto and in Marin and to spend more time with our grandchildren.  We’ve found ourselves visiting the 
East Bay for longer and longer periods of time, drawn by its beauty and culture and stimulating 
environment.  Since we moved to Berkeley, we have discovered its many charms; the varied lush gardens, 
the fresh air, the beautiful old homes, and the community spirit, as well as the intellectual life of UC Berkeley.  
 
Two years ago, we walked into Dana St. and it was love at first sight. We admired its beautiful Italianate 
Victorian architecture, which is unique to the Bay Area, and its slender, elegant dimensions.  The 14-foot-
high ceilings give the interior a particularly spacious feel.  With its tall windows, it is filled with light and is a 
wonderful space to experience. Living here has confirmed for us that our move to Berkeley was the best 
possible decision.    
 
The history of this house is one of its most engaging features.  It was constructed in 1877 by a recent 
president of Costa Rica, Dr. Jose Maria Montealegre, who brought his family and fortune to the East Bay.  It 
was originally constructed on Telegraph Avenue (then Humboldt Avenue) and moved to its present site 
around 1910. This house is one of the two or three oldest houses is Berkeley.  
 
One of our greatest pleasures in Berkeley has been long walks and trips through newly discovered, nearby 
neighborhoods with their stunning architecture and landscaping, and nearby amenities. The location is also 
ideal for its proximity to places of interest, such as the UC Berkeley campus, where we have attended 
concerts and lectures and visited the UC Botanical Garden. It is within walking distance of two great grocery 
stores, the Berkeley Bowl and Whole Foods Market. We can walk to downtown Berkeley, with its restaurants, 
theaters, and good bookstores, and to the charming Elmwood and Rockridge neighborhoods. The house is 
close to convenient bus lines into Oakland, North Berkeley and to four BART stations. San Francisco is easy 
to visit and Tilden Park in the hills is an easy drive or bus ride away. 
 
We have found Dana St. to be a pleasure to live in.  It is very comfortable and reasonably quiet.  An unusual 
feature for a house of this vintage is a superb forced air heating system that keeps the home warm and 
comfortable.  The neighbors likely will invite a newcomer to dinner soon after you move in; they will share 
local restaurant advice and stories about the recent history of the building.   
 
We are sad to leave our Dana Street home, but with our increasingly longer stays in the East Bay, we feel we 
need more space for our work projects and to accommodate visits from rambunctious young grandchildren. 
 
Thanks and best wishes. Enjoy! 
 
Bob and Nora 
 


