
Arriving as renters from Orinda, when we began looking for a house in Oakland, we felt a little 
like outsiders. We didn’t know the neighborhoods, how to get around, the local restaurants 
or coffee shops, or many people living here. That all began to change when we saw 2350 
Courtland. The pictures showed great curbside appeal, gleaming floors, and a bright and 
open common area. But more than that, we discovered how close the home is to hiking, parks, 
and wonderful restaurants. Its three bedrooms and three bathrooms, with a garage, and nice 
sized backyard, also more than checked all our boxes. And when we saw the house in person, 
we were completely charmed.

When we walked in the front door, we were impressed by the home’s openness, its original 
hardwood floors, and natural light. We especially loved how the living room, dining room, 
and kitchen are all open to each other, which gives a great spacious feel as soon as you 
walk in. The kitchen has brand new appliances, lots of counter space on a gorgeous marble 
countertop, and a backdoor to the garden. And since it is open to the dining and living rooms, 
you don’t feel shut away while cooking. As a family who loves to cook, this kitchen is a chef’s 
dream! One of our favorite things about 2350 Courtland is that the light in the big room is 
always beautiful! Soft and gentle in the morning, bright in the daytime, golden and warm in 
the afternoon, and calm and soothing in the evening. We’ve had family and friends stay in our 
studio downstairs and the guest room upstairs, and they all remark on the light in the house.

Although we loved the house already, we got to work right away making it our own. We 
updated the master bathroom and guest bathrooms with a new shower door, and Pottery 
Barn medicine cabinets and fixtures. We painted the walls with vibrant colors in the big room, 
and calm colors in the bedrooms. In the backyard we planted an herb and vegetable garden, 
along with mature hedges along the perimeter to add greenery and give the yard a luscious 
feel. This yard is perfect for backyard barbecues (especially in the time of COVID where social 
distancing is necessary)!

Aside from the house itself, there is a lot to love about the neighborhood. The neighbors are 
so friendly and made us feel like part of the community right away. On near-daily walks to the 
local park with our dog, we regularly meet new families and have learned about all of the local 
places to eat (check out Degrees Plato and Communitē Table ), shop (can’t miss Theory and 
Mischief on MacArthur), and hike (minutes from Joaquin Miller Park and Redwood Regional 
Park). We found that we loved the neighborhood and began to feel at home right away.

Since we had planned to stay for a long time and did our best to make the house our home, 
we are heartbroken to be leaving. If not for work-related changes, we would not be. Our 
biggest hope is that the next owners love the house as much as we have, and are able to put 
their own stamp on it.

Best wishes,

Jacqui and Phil
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