
Dear Future Owners of 528 Jean Street,

Eleven years ago, we were searching for our first house. We scanned listings and attended 
countless open houses. We wanted to be on a peaceful street, within easy walking distance to 
cafes, restaurants and parks, all while maintaining quick freeway access to downtown Oakland 
and San Francisco. We also wanted classic Craftsman architecture, a front porch, and a home 
with tons of charm. Within minutes of walking through 528 Jean Street, we knew: This was it.

This house has everything we wanted most: a gas stove and double oven, storage, a laundry 
room, and a yard for the kids to play. But it also has so much more: a fireplace (2!), built-ins, a 
cozy breakfast nook, and even a “secret” bonus room upstairs!  

We are incredibly grateful to have been able to raise our daughter & son here. We loved 
spending weekends going to the Rose Garden and strolling down to Splash Pad Park, Lynn 
& Lu’s Escapade Café, Zachary’s Pizza, and Almond & Oak. We spent countless Saturday 
mornings at the Grand Lake Farmer’s Market getting to know our local farmers and running 
into neighbors and friends. Walking to Lake Merritt to listen to music or meet friends on the 
pier at Lake Chalet is always such a pleasure. Often the car stayed in the driveway all weekend, 
just as we hoped.

When we bought this home, we did not expect the strength of the community we’d be 
entering. Walking the kids to school at Grand Lake Montessori became a treasured daily ritual, 
and the kids’ teachers often stopped by in the morning to join us for the half-block walk to 
school. Neighbors look out for each other here, and we’ll miss our afternoon walking “club” 
that sustained us throughout the pandemic.

We made so many wonderful memories. Every fall we harvested apples from the tree in 
front and made applesauce. Tomatoes thrive in the backyard, as do zucchini, pumpkins, and 
lettuces. We planted herb gardens, built a treehouse and chicken coop, and raised a puppy 
here. We spent countless evenings grilling, entertaining friends, making s’mores, and just 
relaxing after a long day. This home has been a refuge, and tending to it has been a labor of 
love.

By choosing 528 Jean Street, you don’t just inherit a house; you inherit an incredible lifestyle 
and community. May you see the same potential that we saw so many years ago and enjoy 
every minute here! 

Warm Wishes, 

~ Sellers Jean Street
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